
November 18, 2022

The Honorable Rosa DeLauro
Chair
House Appropriations Committee
H-307 The Capitol
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Kay Granger
Ranking Member
House Appropriations Committee
1036 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Patrick Leahy
Chairman
Senate Appropriations Committee
S-128 The Capitol
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Richard Shelby
Vice Chairman
Senate Appropriations Committee
S-128 The Capitol
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chair DeLauro, Chairman Leahy, Ranking Member Granger, and Vice Chairman Shelby,

As you prepare to negotiate a final package of appropriations bills for Fiscal Year 2023 (FY23), 
we urge you to ensure that robust international climate funding is preserved. Enacting the highest
total climate funding level from the House and Senate FY23 State and Foreign Operations 
(SFOPs) bills is critical to the United States efforts to help the international fight against climate 
change.
 
Building on the passage of the Inflation Reduction Act, which includes the largest domestic 
investments in climate and clean energy in U.S. history, we now have a historic opportunity to 
help partner countries around the world make the same strides forward to reduce their own 
emissions and build resilience, harnessed by American innovation and enabled by American 
leadership. Strong funding for these key multilateral and bilateral programs will help counter 
People’s Republic of China influence, promote global energy security, and drive export 
opportunities for American businesses.  
 
We understand the substantial pressures facing foreign assistance accounts in FY23, with 
multiple global crises in urgent need of U.S. funding, but the climate crisis remains a threat 
multiplier that is already making these crises worse and that requires substantial and urgent 
action this decade, at home and abroad. The United States is already behind in our international 
climate commitments, and our delay has a spiraling effect contributing to other countries’ delay 
as well, which ultimately plays into the hands of global actors who want to obstruct climate 
action.

As many of us saw firsthand at the COP27 summit in Sharm El Sheikh, countries across the 
globe are looking to the U.S. for international leadership. With the passage of the Inflation 
Reduction Act, we have finally proven to the world our dedication to fighting climate change at 
home. Now it’s time for us to demonstrate the same commitment internationally. After all, we 
cannot win the fight against climate change on our own. Rather, we need to bring the entire 
world together in a global collective effort. 



Given the importance of the global climate agenda to both the Biden administration and 
Congress – as demonstrated by strong interest in congressional delegations to the COP27 summit
– we urge that international climate assistance is fully funded in the final FY23 appropriations 
legislation that is enacted into law.  

Sincerely,

Gerald E. Connolly
Member of Congress

Doris Matsui
Member of Congress

Paul D. Tonko
Member of Congress

Matt Cartwright
Member of Congress

Alan S. Lowenthal
Member of Congress

A. Donald McEachin
Member of Congress

Chellie Pingree
Member of Congress

Mike Quigley
Member of Congress

Donald S. Beyer Jr.
Member of Congress
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Nanette Diaz Barragán
Member of Congress

Katie Porter
Member of Congress

Peter Welch
Member of Congress

Sheila Jackson Lee
Member of Congress

Nikema Williams
Member of Congress

Julia Brownley
Member of Congress

Lisa Blunt Rochester
Member of Congress

Earl Blumenauer
Member of Congress

Ted W. Lieu
Member of Congress

Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress
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Steve Cohen
Member of Congress

Sean Casten
Member of Congress

Andy Kim
Member of Congress

Dwight Evans
Member of Congress

Suzanne Bonamici
Member of Congress

Adam Smith
Member of Congress

Jared Huffman
Member of Congress

Darren Soto
Member of Congress

Chrissy Houlahan
Member of Congress

Ilhan Omar
Member of Congress
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Scott H. Peters
Member of Congress

Lloyd Doggett
Member of Congress

Bonnie Watson Coleman
Member of Congress

Jan Schakowsky
Member of Congress

Bradley Scott Schneider
Member of Congress

Debbie Dingell
Member of Congress

Danny K. Davis
Member of Congress

James P. McGovern
Member of Congress

Robert C. "Bobby" Scott
Member of Congress

Jamie Raskin
Member of Congress
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November 18, 2022

The Honorable Charles Schumer 
Senate Majority Leader        
U.S. Senate               
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Patrick Leahy 
Chairman
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. Senate
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Mitch McConnell 
Senate Minority Leader            
U.S. Senate
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Richard Shelby 
Vice Chairman
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Majority Leader Schumer, Chairman Leahy,  Minority Leader McConnell, and Vice Chairman Shelby, 

As you prepare to negotiate a final package of appropriations bills for Fiscal Year 2023 (FY23), we urge you to 
ensure that robust international climate funding is preserved. Enacting the highest total climate funding level 
from the House and Senate FY23 State and Foreign Operations (SFOPs) bills is critical to the United States 
efforts to help the international fight against climate change.

Building on the passage of the Inflation Reduction Act, which includes the largest domestic investments in 
climate and clean energy in U.S. history, we now have a historic opportunity to help partner countries around 
the world make the same strides forward to reduce their own emissions and build resilience, harnessed by 
American innovation and enabled by American leadership. Strong funding for these key multilateral and 
bilateral programs will help counter the People’s Republic of China influence, promote global energy 
security, and drive export opportunities for American businesses. 

We understand the substantial pressures facing foreign assistance accounts in FY23, with multiple global 
crises in urgent need of U.S. funding, but the climate crisis remains a threat multiplier that is already making 
these crises worse and that requires substantial and urgent action this decade, at home and abroad. The United 
States is already behind in our international climate commitments, and our delay has a spiraling effect 
contributing to other countries’ delay as well, which ultimately plays into the hands of global actors who want 
to obstruct climate action.

As many of us saw firsthand at the COP27 summit in Sharm El Sheikh, countries across the globe are looking to 
the U.S. for international leadership. With the passage of the Inflation Reduction Act, we have finally proven to 
the world our dedication to fighting climate change at home. Now it’s time for us to demonstrate the same 
commitment internationally. After all, we cannot win the fight against climate change on our own. Rather, we 
need to bring the entire world together in a global collective effort.

Given the importance of the global climate agenda to both the Biden administration and Congress – as 
demonstrated by strong interest in congressional delegations to the COP27 summit – we urge that international 
climate assistance is fully funded in the final FY23 appropriations legislation that is enacted into law.  

Sincerely,



Jeffrey A. Merkley
United States Senator

Edward J. Markey
United States Senator

Cory A. Booker
United States Senator

Sheldon Whitehouse
United States Senator

Christopher S. Murphy
United States Senator

Bernard Sanders
United States Senator

Richard Blumenthal
United States Senator

Elizabeth Warren
United States Senator

Ron Wyden
United States Senator

Tina Smith
United States Senator



Michael F. Bennet
United States Senator

Benjamin L. Cardin
United States Senator

Brian Schatz
United States Senator

_____________________________ 
Tom Charper
United States Senator

____________________________
Chris Van Hollen
United States Senator




