Congress of the United States
BHouse of Representatibes
@Washigton, DE 20515-0506

February 5, 2025

The Honorable Donald J. Trump
President of the United States of America
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Trump,

We write to you as the leadership of the House Sustainable Energy and Environment Coalition (SEEC),
representing our 90+ member caucus in the House of Representatives, which is dedicated to advancing
policies that support clean energy innovation, address climate change, and protect our natural
environment. As elected members of Congress, we are tasked with the responsible stewardship of
taxpayer money to support programs that spur economic growth, advance public health, and protect the
health and safety of our children’s future. In the past week, we and our members have received an
onslaught of outreach from constituents regarding your Administration's multi-agency effort to illegally
withhold tax-payer funds and rob our communities of promised federal investments. While federal courts
have stepped in to halt one of your impoundment orders, we remain concerned with non-compliance with
that court order, and continued direction of other illegal impoundment efforts on the basis of other
executive orders. We urge you to immediately comply with federal law and court orders enforcing it, and
immediately implement the funding that Congress has already appropriated. The chaos and confusion that
you have sown into our communities, by stealing funds from the American people, must stop
immediately.

Your unlawful federal funding freeze targeted programs that are designed to deliver essential investments
that lower energy costs for American families and businesses. Because of the wide-sweeping nature of
your executive orders, Americans can no longer trust that they have support for heating assistance in the
winter and cooling assistance in the summer, upgrading their homes and businesses to cost-saving
appliances, and weatherizing their homes and lowering utility bills.

Below are just some of the stories we’ve heard from our members and recent reporting that illustrate just
how important it is for your Administration to release our federal funds to help American families and
businesses with their energy bills:

e A nonprofit in Georgia has been frozen out of their $156 million grant to help low-income
households save 20% on their energy bills by deploying solar panels and energy storage.

e A state government could not access the $249 million in Environmental Protection Agency’s
(EPA) funding meant to help low-income households in their state lower energy bills and expand



affordable housing, solar deployments, technical assistance, and workforce development in their
disadvantaged communities.

Republican and Democratic states could not access the millions in federal funds they received to
provide home energy rebates that help families in their state upgrade to energy-efficient
appliances and weatherize their homes, which would save American households $1 billion
annually in energy costs.

A local government could not access Department of Energy (DOE) funds to conduct energy
audits and implement energy efficiency measures in county facilities to reduce energy costs.

The state of Nebraska has been frozen out of their $307 million EPA grant that provides a ‘once-
in a lifetime’ opportunity for Nebraskan farmers to grow their rural economy, improve energy
efficiency, and support climate-smart agriculture.

A rural grocery store in the inland Pacific Northwest region could not use the U.S. Department of
Agriculture grant that was meant to help them upgrade their aging refrigeration system.

Regardless of political stripe, communities across America share a vision of a healthy and prosperous
future where our children can breathe clean air, drink clean water, and live on a safe planet. Yet, you
recklessly halted lifesaving programs that the American people rely on. The EPA is responsible for doling
out funds that help our communities reduce air and water pollution to ensure our communities are healthy
environments. Our research institutions, such as the National Science Foundation and National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration, rely on federal funding to advance public health measures and provide
up-to-date weather forecasts for our communities. Continuing to freeze these funds will mean we as a
nation are collectively turning our back on the promise of a safe and healthy future for our children and
generations of Americans.

Here are just some of the impacts we have been alerted to because of this funding freeze you imposed:

School districts in Illinois that received $15 million in funding from the DOE could not access
funds to deploy zero-emission school buses that are integrated with on-site battery systems to
help school buildings keep the lights on during power outages and improve air pollution.

A city in Indiana struggling with poor air quality has been locked out of their $20 million grant
from the EPA that will help the city improve their city sidewalks for walking and biking and
create mobility hubs that expand community access to multiple types of transport.

A local government responsible for regional planning across 19 towns could not access the $9
million grant from the EPA to help their local communities conduct environmental clean-up and
remediate brownfield sites.

State governments could not draw down funds from the Department of Interior to plug,
remediate, and reclaim orphaned wells that continue to pose environmental hazards to local
communities.

A Native village corporation could not access the $2 million in EPA funds to help communities in
Alaska that are struggling to clean up their lands as a result of pollution from World War 11
activity.

A city’s composting facility in lowa that was awarded a $4 million EPA grant has been frozen out
of funds to address the city’s growing population needs and increase the processing capacity of
the composting facility.



o National Science Foundation grant researchers discovered their environmental research projects
and some of their salaries have been frozen.

Especially for Americans who have experienced the destruction of recent natural disasters and extreme
weather events, it is unconscionable that your Administration temporarily halted funds that provide
critical financial assistance for disaster preparedness activities, improve the resilience of our aging
infrastructure, and help Americans recover from billion-dollar weather events that devastate communities
in red, blue, and purple districts alike.

The following stories represent just a small subset of those who have been impacted by your reckless
actions:

¢ A community of 1,000 people in the rural South, half of whose residents live under the poverty
line, could not access the $20 million federal grant to help homeowners make repairs to their
homes after an unprecedented hailstorm event.

e A nonprofit that was awarded a nearly $20 million EPA grant could not access money for a new
resilience hub in central Mississippi that will help people evacuate during a disaster and provide
access to drinking water and electricity during a heatwave.

e Community groups, public entities, and businesses in a community saw $13 million in federal
grants disappear that were dedicated to flood and erosion risk reduction, stormwater infrastructure
for schools, and scientific research on forever chemicals.

e Universities found funding paused for multi-state research projects to improve wildfire and
earthquake detection and provide lifesaving alerts.

e A state government has been locked out of $25 million in DOE funds to prevent power outages
and enhance the resilience and security of the electric grid.

e Public transit agencies have seen millions in grants for vital transportation and infrastructure
improvements frozen.

We reiterate that withholding these federal funds takes money out of the pockets of Americans who are
already facing increasing energy costs, rising health bills, and mounting extreme weather events. We
demand that you follow the Constitution, which provides Congress — not the President — with the power
of the purse, and work with us to swiftly ensure that every dollar promised to our communities flows
freely to our families, workers, and businesses.

Sincerely,
Oom's Naksua_ W’ f,&% s tolos—
Rep. Doris Matsui Rep. Mike Quigley Rep. Paul Tonko
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Rep. Don Beyer
SEEC Vice Chair
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Rep. Mike Levin
SEEC Vice Chair
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Rep. Suzanne Bonamici
SEEC Vice Chair
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Rep. Chellie Pingree
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Rep. Sean Casten
SEEC Vice Chair




